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On this International Human Rights Day, the Karen Human Rights Group (KHRG) reaffirms its
unwavering commitment to human rights and stands in solidarity with human rights defenders
and human rights organisations who courageously try to protect and uphold human rights for the
peoples of Burma. At the same time, KHRG draws international attention to the deteriorating
human rights situation in Southeast Burma, fuelled by the Burma military junta’'s relentless
violence, abuses, and impunity. As the Human Rights Day’s theme for this year is “Our Rights, Our
Future, Right Now,” KHRG calls on the international community to take joint and concrete action
to end the military junta’s cruel human rights abuses against civilians and to protect the rights
and future of the peoples of Burma.

The human rights situation continues to drastically worsen since the military coup in February
2021, which reinstated authoritarian rule. The State Administration Council (SAC), led by Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing, has unleashed a new wave of violence across the country, employing
tactics similar to those of previous military juntas, including the ‘four cuts’ strategy.’ Since then,
the Burma military has continued to violate international human rights and humanitarian law
through its armed attacks on civilians, extrajudicial killings, mass arbitrary arrests and detention,
torture, and enforced disappearances. Some of the forcibly disappeared, including women and
children, are used as porters, navigators, human shields, and, at times, human minesweepers.?
Women and girls are being subjected to severe abuse, including sexual violence.® Armed attacks
on villages have included the widespread use of air strikes, shelling and landmines.* In
consequence, the estimated number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in locally-defined
Karen State has exceeded one million,® accompanied by an escalating humanitarian crisis
aggravated by the military’s heavy restrictions on movement and trade impacting livelihood
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activities, as well as the destruction and confiscation of foodstuffs and medical supplies at
checkpoints.® Impunity for these acts has prevailed.

The failure of the international community to take concrete actions against the military junta has
allowed it to continue perpetrating gross human rights abuses against civilians with complete
impunity. To address the critical human rights situation and humanitarian crisis in Burma, it is
vital to recognise its root causes. Unless the international community is prepared to listen to the
people of Burma and work together to take strong and decisive action to stop the junta leaders
and hold them accountable for the wide range of abuses they continue to commit, the suffering
of the country's civilians will persist. On this International Human Rights Day, KHRG urges
international civil society and stakeholders, and foreign governments to:

Urgently raise awareness about the escalating human rights and humanitarian crisis in
Southeast Burma and advocate for immediate action to address the dire situation.
Acknowledge that the military junta is the root cause of the current human rights and
humanitarian crisis, as well as the reason for massive displacement in Burma.

Refrain from engaging in any form of collaboration with the junta, including military and
economic collaboration, that will help them to continue their cruel human rights abuses
against civilians.

Engage in and support current investigations and proceedings to prosecute junta leaders
and seek out all additional opportunities to hold the Burma military accountable for its
vast array of crimes, including past and present abuses committed in Karen State.
Support local community-based and civil society organisations (CBOs/CSOs) and
individual human rights defenders in their effort to advocate for the protection and
promotion of human rights in the country.

Prioritise and strengthen methods of emergency relief and service delivery that rely on
local CSO/CBOs and ethnic service providers that have the ability and networks for local
implementation of support programmes.

Collaborate with local CBOs/CSOs to develop comprehensive supporting systems for
survivors of human rights violations in the country.
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