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Photo Set: SAC air strikes on civilian areas, resulting in
casualties, destruction, and displacement (January to
December 2024)

This Photo Set shows photographic evidence of State Administration Council (SAC) air strikes conducted
on civilian areas in Southeast Burma, including villages and plantations, from January to December 2024.
During the reporting period, KHRG has received extensive information on SAC direct and indiscriminate
drone and air strikes on villagers’ areas and their consequences on villagers’ lives; one of the largest
reported issues since the 2021 coup. These air strikes Killed and wounded villagers, destroyed their houses,
community buildings, and plantations, and caused massive displacement. These afttacks also caused
persistent fear, restricted access to education and healthcare, and increased the risk of unexploded
ordnance (UXQ) contamination in civilian areas. Because of the air strikes, villagers cannot work on their
farms and plantations to secure their livelihoods and have sought refuge in the jungle and in caves.

Photo Set: Air strike incidents resulting in death, injuries, destruction, and
displacement, from January to December 2024

KHRG has received more than 1,142 photos of the destruction and harm caused by State
Administration Council (SAC) air strikes, from January to December 2024, in the seven districts
of locally-defined Karen State?: Doo Tha Htoo (Thaton), Taw Oo (Toungoo), Kler Lwee Htoo
(Nyaunglebin), Mergui-Tavoy, Mu Traw (Hpapun), Dooplaya, and Hpa-an districts. During 2021-
June 2024, KHRG recorded 227 air strike incidents in Karen State, which killed at least 168
villagers and injured 249 others. Ninety-three of these incidents took place during January-June
2024 alone.?

In 2024, SAC soldiers conducted air strikes in the areas surrounding their army camps, in areas
without fighting, and in areas outside of their control. A high number of air strikes were conducted

' The State Administration Council (SAC) is the executive governing body created in the aftermath of the
February 1st 2021 military coup. It was established by Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on February 2nd 2021,
and is composed of eight military officers and eight civilians. The chairperson serves as the de facto head of
government of Burma/Myanmar and leads the Military Cabinet of Myanmar, the executive branch of the
government. Min Aung Hlaing assumed the role of SAC chairperson following the coup. The military junta
changed its name on July 31st 2025 to State Security and Peace Commission (SSPC).

2 Karen State, defined locally, includes the following areas: Kayin State, Tanintharyi Region and parts of Mon
State and Bago Region. Karen State, located in Southeastern Burma, is primarily inhabited by ethnic Karen people.
Most of the Karen population resides in the largely rural areas of Southeast Burma, living alongside other ethnic
groups, including Bamar, Shan, Mon and Pa’O.

3 KHRG, ()Oogc,?zuﬁaﬁ Aircraft coming! : Impacts of air strikes on local communities and villagers’ protection strategies in

Southeast Burma since the 2021 coup. November 2024.



https://khrg.org/sites/khrg.org/files/report-docs/aircraft_coming_english_-_full_report.pdf
https://khrg.org/sites/khrg.org/files/report-docs/aircraft_coming_english_-_full_report.pdf
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on protected buildings such as those inside the compounds of medical clinics, churches, and
schools, as well as villagers’ homes, farms, and plantations. This Photo Set includes 61 of these
photos, as evidence of immediate and protracted impacts faced by local villagers in the aftermath
of SAC air strikes in Southeast Burma. From the selection, 42 still photographs were taken by
local community members trained by KHRG to monitor human rights conditions in their areas,
and 19 were taken by local villagers.

Doo Tha Htoo (Thaton) District
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This photo was taken in February 2024 outside of Aa--- village, Ha Ta Reh (Lek) village tract*, Hpa-an Township,
Doo Tha Htoo District. The photo shows villagers, including children, from Aa--- village being displaced in a
nearby forest, after the State Administration Council (SAC) carried out an air strike and strafed Aa--- village, on
February 1% 2024, at 4:10 pm. [Photo: KHRG]
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4 A village tract is an administrative unit of between five and 20 villages in a local area, often centred on a large
village.



Karen Human Rights Group

Vh AN A, N AN gl B v b

sl

A ) S o il slsaled luslisly

Photo Set

The two photos on the top were taken in March 2024,
in Ab--- village, Khaw Hpoh Pleh village tract, Bilin
Township, Doo Tha Htoo District. The photo on the
left (top row) shows a school classroom that was
destroyed after an SAC aircraft conducted an air strike
on March 232024, shortly after 10 pm. The air strike
destroyed all four school buildings in Ab--- village,
and the school supplies. The village school was
previously under Burma government administration,
but it had been transferred to the Karen Education and
Culture Department (KECD) °® around two years
before the attack. The photo on the right (top row)
shows two houses owned by villagers that were
destroyed by the air strike. The photo on the left
(bottom row) was taken in April 2024 near Ab---
village and shows an unexploded bomb dropped by an
SAC aircraft outside the village during the attack on
March 23 2024. [Photos: KHRG]

5 The Karen Education and Culture Department is the education department of the Karen National Union. Its main
goals are to provide mother tongue education services to rural Karen populations in Southeast Myanmar, as well
as to preserve the Karen language, culture and history. Despite being an important education provider in the
region, it is not officially recognised by the Myanmar government.
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These photos were taken in April 2024 in Ac--- monastery in Meh Th’Na village tract, Hpa-an Township, Doo Tha
Htoo District. These photos show an 85-year-old grandmother and her 12-year-old granddaughter who were injured
by an SAC air strike conducted on the evening of April 20" 2024. Two small bombs hit the monastery in Ac---
village and injured them while they were hiding under some trees outside after they had heard an SAC aircraft
conducting reconnaissance. The granddaughter was injured on her arm, and her grandmother was injured on her
foot, losing three of her toes. /Photos: KHRG]

These photos were taken in May 2024, in Ad--- village, Khaw Hpoh Pleh village tract, Bilin Township, Doo Tha
Htoo District. The photos show one school (left photo) and one community hall (right photo) that were damaged
by an SAC air strike during the night of April 29" 2024. The attack also damaged one other school, and 21 houses.
The shrapnel from the bomb explosion also injured a 14-year-old girl. There was no fighting near the village prior
to the attack. Many villagers from Ad--- village had already fled before the attack because the SAC had
indiscriminately shelled nearby villages in the days leading up to the air strike. [Photos: KHRG]
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Taw Oo (Toungoo) District

The photo on the left was taken in January 2024, at 9
am, in Ae--- village, Day Loh Mu Nu village tract,
Htaw Ta Htoo Township (Htantabin), Taw Oo
District. The photo shows the inside of a house
owned by a villager named A--- that was damaged by
an SAC air strike on January 4% 2024. [Photo:
KHRG]
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These photos were received on February 4% 2024, from a villager from Af--- village, Ha Thet Poe Le area, Daw
Hpa Hkoh (Thandaunggyi) Township, Taw Oo District. On February 152024, at 10:30 pm, three SAC fighter jets
conducted an air strike on Af--- village, damaging 14 houses, a church, and school buildings. The photo on the
right shows a house owned by a villager that was destroyed, and the photo on the left shows the church that was
also damaged by the attack. Before the air strike, SAC soldiers from Ba Yin Naung army camp, in Daw Hpah
Hkoh (Thandaunggyi) Town, SAC soldiers from Light Infantry Battalion (LIB)® #603, based in Leik Tho Town,
and SAC soldiers from Shway Nan Ka Lay Operations army camp, led by Commander Ha Lin Aung, all fired
mortar shells into the village and injured one villager. After that, three SAC fighter jets carried out reconnaissance
over Af--- village and then conducted air strikes. The attack also damaged a building outside the village where
Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)” and People’s Defence Force (PDF)® troops were staying. /Photos:
Local villagers]

¢ A Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) comprises 500 soldiers. Most Light Infantry Battalions are under-strength with
less than 200 soldiers, yet up-to-date information regarding the size of battalions is hard to come by, particularly
following the signing of the NCA. LIBs are primarily used for offensive operations, but they are sometimes used
for garrison duties.

7 The Karen National Liberation Army is the armed wing of the Karen National Union.

8 The People’s Defence Force (PDF) is an armed resistance established independently as local civilian militias
operating across the country. Following the February 1st 2021 military coup and the ongoing brutal violence
enacted by the junta, the majority of these groups began working with the National Unity Government (NUG), a
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These three photos were received from a local villager
on February 21% 2024. The two photos in the top row
show two children who were injured by an SAC air
strike and helicopter attack on February 21% 2024, at
around 2 pm, in Ag--- village, Pi Taung Kon village
tract, Daw Hpa Hkoh Township, Taw Oo District. The
air strike injured two of the children’s adult family
members and killed one other family member. The
photo on the left shows the house of the family,
destroyed by the air strike. The attack killed some of the
family’s livestock and also damaged a water pot. At2:15
pm, an SAC aircraft conducted air strikes again on Ag--
- village, killing three more villagers and injuring five
other villagers. There had been no fighting or armed
forces’ movement in or near the village since the first
quarter of 2023.° [Photos: Local villagers]
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This photo was taken in May 2024, in Ai--- village, Pi Tauk Kone village tract, Daw Hpa Hkoh Township, Taw Oo
District. The photo shows two houses that were destroyed by an SAC air strike on March 25" 2024, at 10:40 am, in
Ai--- village. The air strike also damaged a cow shed. [Photo: KHRG]

body claiming to be the legitimate government of Burma/Myanmar, which then formalized the PDF on May Sth
2021 as a precursor to a federal army.

® KHRG, “Taw Oo District Short Update: SAC air strikes killed four villagers and injured nine, including children,
in Daw Hpah Hkoh Township (February 2024)”, June 2024.



https://khrg.org/2024/06/24-94-d1/taw-oo-district-short-update-sac-air-strikes-killed-four-villagers-and-injured-nine
https://khrg.org/2024/06/24-94-d1/taw-oo-district-short-update-sac-air-strikes-killed-four-villagers-and-injured-nine
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The photos were received in May 2024, from villagers in Ah--- village, southeast of K’Lay Wah Muh Htaw area,
Daw Hpa Hkoh Township, Taw Oo District. At 4 pm, on May 5" 2024, after fighting broke out between the SAC
and KNLA combined forces in Ah--- village, the SAC carried out an air strike in Ah--- village, killing two children
and injuring five villagers, including two children. The attack also damaged at least one house and one church. The
photo on the left shows the roof of the house, and the photo on the right shows the wall of the church that was
damaged by the air strike. /Photos: KHRG]

hese photos were taken in July 2024, in Ax--- village, Z’Yah Kyi Taung Chaw village tract, Htaw Ta Htoo
Township, Taw Oo District. The photos show a window and a room in a hospital that were damaged after an SAC

Mi-35 fighter jet dropped four bombs on Ax--- village on July 6™ 2024. [Photos: KHRG]
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Kler Lwee Htoo (Nyaunglebin) District
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The photo on the left was taken in February 2024, while KHRG received the photo on the right on February 29®
2024. Both photos are from Aj---village, Hkay Kyi village tract, Pyu Township special area'®, Kler Lwee Htoo
District. These photos show two houses owned by two Aj--- villagers that were burned down by an SAC drone
attack on February 17%2024. [Photo: KHRG/Local villager]

This photo was taken in May 2024, in Am--- village, Kwee Du Hkaw village tract,
Moo Township, Kler Lwee Htoo District. The photo shows the house of a villager
in Am--- village, which was destroyed by an SAC air strike that occurred sometime
during May 1% to 24t 2024. [Photo: KHRG]

10 Special Areas or Special Regions are areas that are under KNU-control or mixed-control with the Burma Army.
Following the 2021 coup that reinvigorated the armed conflict in Southeast Burma, the KNU has claimed back
some of these areas after seizing them or after the withdrawal of SAC troops or SAC administration. The KNU
refers to these areas as Special Areas or Special Regions as they are not formally under KNU administration, but
in the process of forming their governance. The SAC also refers to areas in Southeast Burma as Special Areas.
This refers to areas that they do not have full control over.
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These photos were taken on April 22" 2024, in Ak--- and Ai--- villages, P’Deh Kaw village tract, Ler Doh
(Kyaukyi) Township, Kler Lwee Htoo District. On April 22" 2024, eight bombs were dropped from SAC aircraft
and a helicopter on Ak--- and Ai--- villages, injuring seven villagers, including children, and killing two other
villagers. The two photos in the top row show two villagers who were injured by a bomb dropped. The photo in
the bottom row shows a house that was burned down during the attack. /Photos: Local villagers]
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Mergui-Tavoy District

This photo was taken in March 2024. The photo
shows villagers from Ao--- village, Paw Klo area,
K’Ser Doh Township, Mergui-Tavoy District, as they
hid under a bridge after SAC K-8W and Mi-2 fighter
jets had conducted air strikes on Ao--- village earlier
that day. On March 4™ 2024, between 10 and 11 am,
SAC fighter jets dropped more than 20 bombs on Way
Tah Eh (Myitta) Town and Way Tah Eh area, between
K’Ser Doh and Ler Doh Soe townships. Following the
attack, on March 6 2024, an SAC aircraft conducted
air reconnaissance in the same area. Due to the air
strikes, villagers from twelve villages and from Way
Tah Eh Town fled to Dawei Town and to the Thailand
border area. Air strikes occurred again on March 12t
2024, in K’Moh Thway area, Ler Doh Soe Township.
[Photos: KHRG]
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These photos were received from a villager on May 29" 2024, in Ap--- village, K’Ser Doh Township, Mergui-
Tavoy District. The photo on the left shows a school that was destroyed by an SAC air strike on May 8" 2024,
in Ap--- village. The photo on the right shows a hospital that was destroyed by the same air strike. /Photo: Local
villagers]

The two photos on the top were taken on August 16" 2024 in As--- village, T’Naw Tha Ree Township, Mergui-
Tavoy District. The photo on the left shows an unexploded 500-pound bomb which was dropped by an SAC
aircraft on August 15" 2024 in As--- village. The photo on the right shows a community hall that was destroyed

10
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by a different 500-pound bomb, which was dropped by an SAC aircraft on the same day. In total, the SAC
dropped four 500-pound bombs in As--- village on August 16% 2024, including the unexploded one. [Photos:
Local villagers]

These two photos were taken in July 2024 in Ar--- village, Kleh Mu Htee area, K’Ser Doh Township, Mergui-
Tavoy District. The photos show a villager’s house that was destroyed by an SAC air strike on May 5% 2024.
[Photos: KHRG]
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These photos were received in July 2024 from Aq--- village, T’Keh village tract, T’"Naw Th’Ree (Tanintharyi)
Township, Mergui-Tavoy District. The photo on the left shows a house owned by a villager named U'! C---, which
was destroyed by an air strike conducted by an SAC K-8W jet on June 27% 2024. The photo on the right shows the

villager’s plantation, which was damaged by the air strike as well. /Photo: KHRG]

114U is a Burmese title used for elder men, used before their name.
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Mu Traw (Hpapun) District

This photo was received on April 1% 2024 from a
villager in Ay--- village, Ma Htaw village tract, Dwe
Lo Township, Mu Traw District. The photo shows a
monk named Saw'? G--- who was injured on his head
after an SAC aircraft dropped a bomb in Ay--- village
on March 22" 2024. [Photo: Local villagers]

This photo was taken in March 2024 in SectioﬁA Az--- from Hpapun Town, Dwe Lo Tow;lsh
Mu Traw District. The photo shows several villagers’ houses that were completely destroyed
after SAC fighter jets conducted an air strike on March 24 2024, in Hpapun area. [Photo:
KHRG]

S

12 Saw is a S’gaw Karen male honorific title used before a person’s name.

12



Karen Human Rights Group Photo Set

. ERE 3
This photo was taken in March 2024 in Ba--- village, Meh Klaw village tract, Bu Tho
Township, Mu Traw District. The photo shows a house owned by a Ba--- villager
named Saw H---, which was damaged by an SAC aircraft and drone attack on March
25% 2024. The drone attack also damaged a buffalo shed and a generator and killed
villagers’ livestock, including pigs and goats. [Photo: KHRG].

This photo was taken by villagers on March 26 2024
in a clinic in Bb--- village, Hkaw Pu village tract, Bu
Tho Township, Mu Traw District. On March 26"
2024, at around 6 am, the SAC conducted an air strike
on Bb--- village, killing a 37-year-old pregnant
woman. The photo shows the four-year-old daughter,
who was also injured by the air strike. [Photo: Local
villagers]
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These photos were taken on March 31 2024. The photo on the right shows villagers tending to the bodies of five
of seven villagers who were killed after SAC fighter jets conducted an air strike in Section Az--- of Hpapun
Town, Dwe Lo Township, Mu Traw District, on March 31% 2024. The photo on the left shows villagers from
Hpapun area leaving the area after the air strike. [Photos: Local villagers]
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These photos were taken in June 2024 in Be--- village, Mah Htaw village tract, Dwe Lo Township, Mu Traw
District. The photos show two houses owned by villagers, which were destroyed after an SAC aircraft dropped a
bomb on Be--- village on May 28™ 2024, at around 11:30 pm. Prior to the attack, KNLA soldiers had carried out
drone strikes on the SAC army camp were LIBs #340, #341, and #434 were staying, which is located nearby Bc-
-- village. [Photos: KHRG]

These photos were taken in October 2024 in Bd--- village, Hkaw Pu village tract, Bu Tho Township, Mu Traw
District. The photos show two houses owned by villagers that were destroyed by SAC air strikes on October 25

2024, at 10 am, in Bd--- village. [Photos: KHRG]

==
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The photo on the left was taken in November 2024 in Be--- village, Nah Hkoh Hkee village tract, Dwe
Lo Township, Mu Traw District. The photo shows the spot where a 500-pound bomb dropped by the
SAC exploded. The air strike happened on October 30" 2024, at 1 am, in Be--- village. The bomb
damaged a wall and the roof of a school in Be--- village, as also seen in the photo. /Photo: KHRG]

These two photos were taken in January 2025 in At---
village, K’Ter Tee village tract, Dwe Lo Township, Mu
Traw District. The left photo shows an assembly hall,
and the right photo shows the glass window of a church
that were damaged by an SAC air strike on December
31% 2024, at 4 pm in At--- village. [Photo: KHRG]
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The photo on the left was taken in January 2025 in Au-
-- village, Lay Hpoe Hta village tract, Dwe Lo
Township, Mu Traw District. The photo shows a toilet
owned by a villager named Saw D---, which was
destroyed after an SAC aircraft conducted an air strike
on December 31% 2024, on Au--- village. Several
houses owned by villagers were also damaged by the
air strike. [Photo: KHRG]

This photo was taken in January 2025 in Av--- clinic,
K’Ter Tee village tract, Dwe Lo Township, Mu Traw
District. The photo shows a villager named Saw E---
who was injured by an SAC air strike on December
31512024, at 8 pm, in Aw--- village, K’Ter Tee village
tract. He sustained the injuries when he returned to his
village from a displacement site to check on his house
and feed his livestock. He was injured on his wrist, on
the left part of his chest, and on the tip of his finger.
Furthermore, another villager named Saw I--- was
also killed by the air strike on December 315t 2024.13
[Photo: KHRG]

3 KHRG, “Mu Traw District Incident Report: SAC shelling and air strikes killed one villager and injured another
in Dwe Lo Township, December 2024.”, June 2025.

16
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Dooplaya District
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This photo was taken in March 2024 in Bf--- village, near Bg--- village, Kaw
T’Ree (Kawkareik) Township, Dooplaya District. The photo shows the burnt
remains of the houses of villagers after the SAC dropped bombs on Bf--- on
March 5" 2024. [Photo: KHRG]
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These two photos were taken in March 2024 in Bi--- village, Loh Shan village tract, Waw Ray (Win Yay)

Photo Set

KH

Township, Dooplaya District. The photos show the roof and front of a house that was damaged by a bomb

dropped by an SAC aircraft on March 15" 2024, on Bi--- village. [Photos: KHRG]
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This photo was taken in March 2024 in Bj--- village,
Meh Taw village tract, Kaw T’Ree Township,
Dooplaya District. It shows a school that was
completely destroyed after an SAC aircraft conducted
an air strike on March 16™ 2024, between 4 pm and 6
pm in Bj--- village. /[Photo: KHRG]
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The photos on the top row were taken in March 2024
in Bh--- village, Kyaw Hkee village tract, Kaw T’Ree
Township, Dooplaya District. These show two houses
{ owned by a villager that were heavily damaged after
SAC aircraft dropped two 500-pound bombs on Bh---
village on March 18" and 19" 2024. The bombs killed
one villager. The photo on the bottom left was taken on
March 19% 2024 in the same place and shows an
unexploded bomb that had been dropped from an SAC
aircraft. The photo on the bottom left was received
from a villager on March 21% 2024. [Photos: KHRG /
i Local villagers]
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These two photos were taken in July 2024 in Bk--- village, Kyauk Kan Koh village tract, Noh T’Kaw
(Kyainseikgyi) Township, Dooplaya District. The photo on the left shows the inside of a monastery that was
damaged by an SAC air strike on July 19% 2024 in Bk--- village. The photo on the right shows the site of a bomb
explosion from the same SAC air strike. The air strike also damaged the monastery's dining hall and injured nearby
livestock. [Photos: KHRG]

Hpa-an District

These two photos were taken on March 10™ 2024 in Bl--- village, Htee Wah Blaw village tract, T’Nay Hsah
(Nabu) Township, Hpa-an District. These photos show Bl--- village after an SAC air strike on the village on March
9% 2024. The photo on the left shows the house and tractor of a villager that were both burned to the ground by
the air strike. The photo on the right shows another house of a villager that was completely burnt down. In total,
the attack burnt down two houses and destroyed all the materials in the houses as well as a sawmill. /Photos:
Local villagers]
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This photo was taken in May 2024 in Bm--- village,
Way Shan village tract, T’"Nay Hsah Township, Hpa-
an District. This photo shows the remains of a house
that was completely burnt down by an SAC air strike
on March 18" 2024, at 5 pm. [Photo: KHRG]

Further background reading on the situation on attacks on livelihoods in Southeast
Burma/Myanmar can be found in the following KHRG reports:

2] o - . . , .. . s
. moocbpzuo\cu Aircraft coming! : Impacts of air strikes on local communities and villagers

protection strategies in Southeast Burma since the 2021 coup, November 2024.

¢ Community spaces under fire: Attacks and destruction of community buildings and cultural
events in Southeast Burma by the State Administration Council (SAC) (January - June
2025), August 2025.

e Stolen Childhoods: Violations of children’s rights, urgent needs, and local agency in rural
Southeast Burma during the conflict, October 2025.

About KHRG

Founded in 1992, Karen Human Rights Group is an independent local organisation committed to

improving the human rights situation in Southeast Burma. KHRG trains local people to document
and gather evidence of human rights abuses, and publishes this information to project the voices,
experiences and perspectives of local communities. More examples of our work can be seen

online at www.khrg.org.
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https://www.khrg.org/2024/11/24-1-thematic-report/%E1%80%80%E1%80%98%E1%80%AE%E1%80%9A%E1%80%B0%E1%81%A4%E1%80%9F%E1%80%B2%E1%80%9C%E1%80%B6-aircraft-coming-impacts-air-strikes-local-communities-and
https://www.khrg.org/2024/11/24-1-thematic-report/%E1%80%80%E1%80%98%E1%80%AE%E1%80%9A%E1%80%B0%E1%81%A4%E1%80%9F%E1%80%B2%E1%80%9C%E1%80%B6-aircraft-coming-impacts-air-strikes-local-communities-and
https://khrg.org/2025/08/25-3-bp1/community-spaces-under-fire-attacks-and-destruction-community-buildings-and
https://khrg.org/2025/08/25-3-bp1/community-spaces-under-fire-attacks-and-destruction-community-buildings-and
https://khrg.org/2025/08/25-3-bp1/community-spaces-under-fire-attacks-and-destruction-community-buildings-and
https://khrg.org/2025/10/25-1-tmt/stolen-childhoods-violations-children%E2%80%99s-rights-urgent-needs-and-local-agency-rural
https://khrg.org/2025/10/25-1-tmt/stolen-childhoods-violations-children%E2%80%99s-rights-urgent-needs-and-local-agency-rural
http://www.khrg.org/
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Map : KHRG operational area (Locally-defined Karen State and

Burma government-defined state and region boundaries)
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