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18 1n 1994, the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) split from the KNLA over religious considerations. In 2010, the majority

of DKBA troops transformed into BGFs, but one faction refused and changed its name to Democratic Karen Benevolent Army

in 2012. In 2015, the DKBA Splinter Group split from this faction and reclaimed their original name, Democratic Karen Buddhist

Army. It is active in Mu Traw (Hpapun) and Hpa-an districts, and it has not signed the NCA.

¥ KHRG ¢ JoJQ ?‘?‘5 eo%mogéocgcﬁcoeoaa “Doo Tha Htoo District Incident Report: A DKBA operation commander tortured

three villagers in Hpa-an Township (August 2023)” sagqééoocy%@écﬂu
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2 ‘Naw’ is a female honorific title in S’Gaw Karen language used before a person’s name.
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24 A Light Infantry Division (LID) of the Tatmadaw is commanded by a brigadier general, and consists of ten light infantry

battalions specially trained in counter-insurgency, jungle warfare, search and destroy operations against ethnic insurgents . They

were first incorporated into the Tatmadaw in 1966. LIDs are organised under three Tactical Operations Commands, commanded

by a colonel, three battalions each and one reserve, one field artillery battalion, one armoured squadron and other support units.

Each division is directly under the command of the Chief of Staff (Army).
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% KHRG ¢ Jo 0 9861 633003030300003E@005606200 “Kler Lwee Htoo District Incident Report: Villagers arrested as human

shields, and shelling and looting by the SAC in Moo Township, March 2023, ogé@gf(ﬂu
% The Kaw Thoo Lei Army (KTLA) was founded on July 1742022 by Brigadier-General Nerdah Bo Mya. Nerdah Bo Mya, former
Commander-In-Chief of the Karen National Defence Organisation (KNDO), was dismissed by the KNU in 2022. KTLA operates in

two districts in Southeast Burma, in KNU-controlled areas, namely Mergui-Tavoy and Dooplaya districts. In Dooplaya District,

they operate in alliance with resistance armed groups. KTLA battalions in Mergui-Tavoy District are in conflict with both SAC and

KNLA troops.
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81984 Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishment, Article 1

2 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), Article 5.

3 1948 United Nations Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)

31 1948 United Nations Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), Article 3, Article 5, Article 9, Article 13.
32 1966 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Article 7; and 2012 ASEAN Human Rights Declaration, Art 14
31984 Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishment (‘Convention Against

Torture’).

3 The 1949 Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols, Common Article 3: ‘Conflicts not of an international character’;

Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. Geneva, 12 August 1949, Article 27 and Article 32;

ICRC, Customary IHL Database Rule 1: The Principle of Distinction between Civilians and Combatants,

351949 Geneva Convention (IV), Article 146 and Article 14
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391984 Convention Against Torture, Article 1
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