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Hpapun Incident Report: Tatmadaw killed villager's
buffalos in Bu Tho Township, March 2018
This Incident Report describes how the Tatmadaw Southern Command Headquarters, Light
Infantry Battalion (LIB) #351, also known as the Tha Bo Battalion, shot and killed a S--- villager's
three buffalos in March 2018 when fighting broke out between the Tatmadaw and Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA). The victim, Saw R---, reported this case to the village head, village tract
leader and Karen National Union (KNU) leaders, but they could not resolve this case for him
because the buffalos were killed by the Tatmadaw.

Incident Report | Bu Tho Township, Hpapun District (March
2018)
The following Incident Report was written by a community member in Hpapun District who has
been trained by KHRG to monitor local human rights conditions. It is presented below translated
1
exactly as originally written, save for minor edits for clarity and security. This report was received
in May 2018 along with other information from Hpapun District, including two other incident
2
reports, 16 interviews, one situation update, and 177 photographs.

Part 1 – Incident Details
Type of Incident
Date of Incident(s)

1

Tatmadaw killed buffalos owned by a local villager
mid-March, 2018

KHRG trains community members in southeastern Burma/Myanmar to document individual incidents of
abuse using a standardised reporting format; conduct interviews with other villagers; and write general
updates on the situation in areas with which they are familiar. When writing incident reports, community
members are encouraged to document incidents of abuse that they consider to be important, by verifying
information from multiple sources, assessing for potential biases and comparing to local trends.
2
In order to increase the transparency of KHRG methodology and more directly communicate the
experiences and perspectives of villagers in southeastern Burma/Myanmar, KHRG aims to make all field
information received available on the KHRG website once it has been processed and translated, subject
only to security considerations. For additional reports categorised by Type, Issue, Location and Year,
please see the Related Readings component following each report on KHRG’s website.

Incident Location
(Village, Township
and District)

S--- village, Ler Mu Plaw village tract, Lu Thaw Township,
Hpapun District

Victim Information
Name
Saw R--Age
38
Sex
Male
Ethnicity
Karen
Family
Married
Occupation
Farmer
Religion
Animist
Position
Villager
Village
S--- village

Name(s)

-

Rank

-

Unit

Perpetrator Information
Base

Southern Command
Headquarter, LIB #351 (Tha
Bo Battalion)

Ler Doh
[Kyaukkyi
Town] Area

Commander’s
Name
Major General
Yan Pyit

Part 2 - Information Quality
1. Explain in detail how you collected this information.
When I [KHRG researcher] arrived at S--- village, local civilians reported that the
Tatmadaw had shot and killed the buffaloes owned by Saw R---, a local villager. I met
with the victim on April 14th 2018 to interview him about this incident.
2. Explain how the source verified this information.
[A local villager], Saw R--- provided detailed information about the incident.

Part 3 – Complete Description of the Incident
Describe the Incident(s) in complete detail.
In March 2018, fighting broke out several times between the Tatmadaw and Karen
National Liberation Army [KNLA]. The Tatmadaw fired mortars into villagers' farms and
roads [used by civilians]. During this skirmish, Tatmadaw shrapnel hit and killed a big
female buffalo owned by Saw R---.
In March 2018, displaced people did not feel that it was safe enough to return to S--village to look after their animals because the Tatmadaw were based nearby. Their
goats, chickens, and buffalos were roaming near their farms to find food to survive. One
night, Saw R---'s buffalos went near the Tatmadaw base. Tatmadaw soldiers shot and
killed two buffalos.

Local civilians received information from the Karen National Union (KNU) that the
Tatmadaw reported that they killed the villagers' buffalos by accident. The Tatmadaw
claimed that they thought the buffalos were the KNLA coming to attack them, so they
fired on them.
However, Saw R--- and other local civilians in Ler Mu Plaw believe that the Tatmadaw
intentionally shot and killed his two buffalos. All buffalos wear a bamboo bell, which
makes a sound whenever the buffalos move. [The villagers pointed out that] the KNLA
do not wear bamboo bells, so the Tatmadaw must have targeted and killed the
villager's buffalos on purpose. The Tatmadaw unit that patrols in the Ler Mu Plaw area
is the Southern Command Headquarter LIB #351, also known as the Tha Bo Battalion.
The compensation for the three buffalos killed by the Tatmadaw is more than 2,
400,000 kyats [US $1,751.83]. 3 Saw R--- owned these three buffalos and he had
looked after them for nearly seven years. If the Tatmadaw had not killed these three
buffalos, one of the buffalos could have given birth to calves for Saw R---. The death of
the buffalos will cause long-term difficulties for Saw R---’s livelihood.
Saw R--- has not received any compensation from the Tatmadaw. He does not feel
safe enough to go to the area where his buffalos were killed because the Tatmadaw is
currently patrolling nearby. He reported this issue to the village head, village tract
leader and KNU authorities, but they could not do anything for him because Tatmadaw
soldiers were the perpetrators. Saw R--- is sad to have lost his buffalos. His family is
currently hiding in the forest from the Tatmadaw, where they are facing health problems
and difficulties securing enough food for their survival.

Part 4 - Permission for Using the Details
Did the victim(s) provide permission to use this information? Explain how that
permission was provided.
The victim Saw R--- allowed us [KHRG] to use the information that he provided for
publication.
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All conversion estimates for the kyat in this report are based on the 20 June 2018 official market rate of
1,370 kyats to US $1

This photo was taken on April 14th 2018 in Ler Mu
Plaw area, Ler Mu Plaw village tract, Lu Thaw
Township, Hpapun District. This photo shows Saw R--with his buffalos. Three of those buffalos were killed
by the Tatmadaw. Two of them were shot by the
Tatmadaw and one was killed by Tatmadaw shrapnel.
[Photo: KHRG]

Further background reading on the situation in Hpapun District can be found in the
following KHRG reports:
•
•
•
•

“Hpapun Incident Report: Tatmadaw road construction results in the
indiscriminate firing or mortars and displacement in Lu Thaw Township, March
2018”, (June 2018)
“Hpapun Situation Update: Bu Tho Township and Dwe Lo Township, September
2017 and February 2018”, (June 2018)
“Hpapun Situation Update: Lu Thaw Township, February to March 2018”, (May
2018)
“Attacks on villagers, ongoing fighting and displacement in Hpapun and Toungoo
districts from January to April 2018”, (May 2018)

