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1 For more on the loss of KNLA positions in Pa’an, see Brian McCarten, “Victory over the KNU, new order on the 
Thai-Burma border,” Mizzima, July 5th 2009.  For predictions of a increased conflict in Papun, see Saw Yan Naing. 
2 See, Food Crisis: The cumulative impact of abuse in rural Burma, KHRG, April 2009. 
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3 For more details on the northern Karen State offensive, see One Year On: Continuing abuses in Toungoo District, 
KHRG, November 2006. 
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4 According to the Burma Ethnic Research Group, 60% of farmers in Karen State cultivate agricultural land of less 
than 5 hectares (12.35 acres). See, Forgotten Victims of a Hidden War: Internally Displaced Karen in Burma. 
Burma Ethnic Research Group, 1998. 
5 For more details on the traditional agricultural practices of Karen villagers in upland areas, see Village Agency: 
Rural Rights and Resistance in a militarized Karen State, KHRG, November 2008. 
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6 Mysterious Illness Closes Mutraw Middle School,” Karen Teacher Working Group, September 2009. 
7 “Statement by BPHWT regarding on FLU out-break in Papun District, Karen state, Burma,” Back Pack Health Worker Team, 
October 2009. On file with KHRG.  Two weeks earlier, the Burma Campaing UK had suggested the symptoms might be those of 
H1N1 ‘Swine Flu.’  See, “Serious Illness Hits Kachin and Karen Children,” Burma Campaign UK, September 2009. 
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8 SPDC Light Infantry Divisions, as with Military Operations Commands, are typically made up of 10 battalions 
and command their operations in combat areas. 
9 “Offensive starts in KNU Brigade 5,” Karen Information Center, September 2009. 
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10 This report includes reference to a number of villages with similar names.  Typical KHRG practice is to retain the 
first initial of village names while obscuring the rest with a series of three dashes.  In this case, for the purpose of 
clarity, “Me1--- village,” “Me2 --- village,” etc. have been used rather than four or more instances of “Me---.” 
11 These households are headed by Saw N---, Saw T---, Saw T'G---, Saw H---, Saw S---, Saw A---, Saw M---, Saw 
Ma---, Saw Maw---, Saw Y---, Saw M---, Saw G---, Saw T---, Saw S---, Saw K---, Saw P---, Saw M---, Saw A---, 
Saw B---, Saw P---, Saw M---, Saw K---, Naw W--- and Saw H---. 
12 KIC, September 2009. 
13 ‘Set tha’ is a Burmese term for forced labour duty as a messenger stationed at army camps or bases and serving 
as a go-between to deliver orders from army officers to village heads, but also involving other menial tasks when no 
messages are in need of delivery. 
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14 This is the argument made by villagers in Wah Gka, where village headman Oo Soe Myint was executed by 
DKBA officer Shwe Ah See, Brigade #999 Loyalty Battalion #1, on August 27th 2009.  Though the DKBA 
publically stated that Oo Soe Myint had been arrested for contacting the KNLA, local sources say Shwe Ah See 
owed personal debts to Oo Soe Myint, which he did not want to pay.  For more on this incident, see “Abuse in Pa'an 
District, Insecurity in Thailand: The dilemma for new refugees in Tha Song Yang,” KHRG, September 2009. 
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15 A cubit is a measurement used in Burma, equivalent to approximately the length of a forearm or about 18 inches. 
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Further background on the situation in Papun District can be found in the following KHRG  
                                                
16 “In a time of active conflict, this assistance is of even greater importance,” continues Refugees International. 
“Donors should continue to encourage these [cross-border] initiatives, and to support creative means of accessing 
internally displaced communities.” See, “Thailand: New Problems Challenge Old Solutions,” Refugees 
International, September 2009. 
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reports:  
 

• Ongoing accounts of village-level resistance (July 2009) 
• DKBA attack on villagers and the forced dismantling of a mosque in Papun District 
(July 2009) 
• IDPs, land confiscation and forced recruitment in Papun District (July 2009)  
• IDP conditions and the rape of a young girl in Papun District (April 2009)  
• SPDC and DKBA road construction, forced labour and looting in Papun District (March  
2009)  
• Attacks, killings and the food crisis in Papun District (February 2009)  
• Mortar attacks, landmines and the destruction of schools in Papun District (August 
2008)  
• Burma Army attacks and civilian displacement in northern Papun District (June 2008) 

 
Photos documenting the human rights situation in Papun District are presented in KHRG Photo 
Gallery 2009 (updated June 2009), KHRG Photo Gallery 2008 (updated February 2009) and 
other previous KHRG photo galleries and photo sets.  These and other reports are available on 
the KHRG web site at www.khrg.org. 
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